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The History of Ogawa-machi and Features of Shioya

The Ogawa-machi shopping district is located at the intersection point of the
Suna River, which flows into the Shiranui Sea, and the Satsuma Kaido, which
connects the old Higo and Satsuma Domains. Initially the coastline was
closer, meaning historically there has been a great deal of trade between
coastal cities like Amakusa and Nagasaki, and mountain villages like Kaito
and Gokanosh6. Ogawa-machi has long played a central role in the local
economy as a distribution point for products, as a post town for travelers

on the Satsuma Kaido, and where wealthy merchants gathered in great
numbers. As a result of that time, many valuable machiya* houses were built
during the end of the Edo period to the Meiji period, and several remain
standing today.

It was during this time, a traditional machiya called Shioya (the former
Iwasaki family residence) was built in 1906 (Meiji 39). The interior
featured brilliant design and structural beauty, with elaborate tatami rooms
embellishments and roof trusses carved from debarked pine.

*A machiya is a traditional wooden townhouse typically occupied by merchants or artisans who
conduct work and business in the front of the house (the mise).

The Transitions of Shioya

In the very beginning the owners of Shioya, the Iwasaki family, used the
property to operate as kimono fabric merchants, even today old wooden
business signage from that time remains. From the 1930s, it became a
residential property, and in the 1960s, the front part of the lower house was
renovated to accommodate road widening construction. The house became
vacated in 1995, and after suffering damage caused by 1999’s Typhoon
Bart, was considered for demolition by the lwasaki Family. A local group

of housewives known as Kaze no Kai, proposed to restore and utilize the
property that was then virtually in ruins. Taking approximately one year, the
construction was complete and Shioya was restored to its former beauty.

The roof tiles were coming off, the interior had deteriorated due to rain
damage and dust—this was the unusable state of Shioya in 1999 when Kaze
no Kai took in the property. The cost of restoration totaled 12 million yen.
Without a public subsidy system to support the project, the nine members
resolved to scrape together the funds by their own means. With the help

of lumberers, tile makers, carpenters, and other craftsmen as well as local
volunteers, construction was able to start from 2000.

However, halfway through the project they ran out of funds and had to
make a last-ditch effort to raise donations. The members resorted to door-
knocking and reaching out to Ogawa-machi expatriates, and miraculously
managed to raise an additional five million yen to resume the work.

By these means, in April 2001 the property reopened to the public as
Kaze no Yakata Shioya.

With Kaze no Yakata Shioya, the property saw a new start. Reborn as a
cultural hub in Ogawa-machi, they put on concerts, exhibitions and even
served meals made with local ingredients. While everyone expected only
growth, the Kumamoto Earthquakes of April 2016 struck. The ceiling and
walls crumbled, and the property was severely damaged. Shioya was struck
by yet another disaster, but with the help of donations and local residents
Shioya was once again restored to its former state.

Bibliography: Narukawa, N., Isoda, S., & Harada T. “The Architectural Characteristics and the Renovation of Shioya
by Local Residents’ Kaze no Kai, A Study on the Modernization Heritage at Ogawa-Machi, Uki City, Japan (No. 4).”
AlJ Kyushu Chapter Architectural Research Meeting, March 2015
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1. Characteristics of the Tataminoma

The four tatami rooms on the first floor may
appear identical, but in actuality the nature
of the rooms in the front and back differ. In
comparison to the front space (the mise), the
ceilings of the three back rooms are higher.
With this structure, a storage space was
accommodated for under the second floor,
allowing a more spacious seating area in the
tatami rooms.

2. Ceiling Cornice Decoration
The black-painted cornices are decorated with
an intricate Western-style moulding.

3. Fusuma Door Pull Handle Decorations
The pull handles in each room are adorned
with a total of four different designs, including
cloisonné and cherry blossom petal motifs.

4. The Yabane Ceiling of the Engawa Porch
The arrow fletching (feather) motifs on the
ceiling create an optical illusion; while the
ceiling is flat, these patterns appear three-
dimensional. Bows and arrows have long
been a symbol that ward off evil; arrows are
said to be one of the most auspicious patterns
because they shoot straight ahead.

5. Munafuda Plaque and Kodzuchi Hammer
On the second floor of the house, there is a
munafuda (a traditional wooden construction
plaque) on which the master carpenter
named Kurahara has his name inscribed. This
carpenter’s name can also be found on the
munafuda plaques of several other machiya
houses along the street. Displayed alongside
the munafuda is a kodzuchi (a traditional
wooden hammer), which is thought to have
been used to secure the munagi (ridge pole
on the roof) during construction.

6. An Old Man’s Memories of the
Tokobashira Pillar

One day, after Kaze no Yakata Shioya had
opened to the public, an elderly man came
to visit. He spoke of when he was a little boy,
and his father, who was a carpenter, had
brought him to visit Shioya. His father told
him a story of a huge mulberry tree that had
stood in Gokanoshd, it was so smooth it had
no nodes. His father made a tokobashira pillar
from this tree and laboriously lugged it back
to the property. Moved by this, the members
of Kaze no Kai cherish and continue to pass
down the story.

7. The Origins of Shioya

In the 1330s, it is said that the Heike warriors
settled in an unexplored region called
Kumayama (now known as Gokanoshd). An
Ogawa merchant named Kanbé knew of the
route to the village, where he transported salt
to its villagers and bartered for rare goods
from the mountains. Returning to Ogawa he
would sell them at a high price, eventually
leading to an uproar that went down in history.
This is also said to be the origin behind the
Shioya business name.
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